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County of Los Angeles, Department of Coroner
Investigator’s Narrative

Case Number: 2012-00511 Decedent: COBIAN, CHRISTIAN

Information Sources:

Sgt. Marsh - Los Angeles County Sheriff Homicide Division (323) 890-5500

D.A. Heinz Naas — District Attorney Senior Investigator Bureau of Investigation (213) 974-5321
At scene investigation (Arrival at scene 0745 hours — Departure from scene 1050 hours).

Investigation:

This 26-year-old male is the victim of a Homicide Death; Officer Involved Shooting. Multiple
gunshot wounds to head, chest and left leg. Please notify Sgt, Marsh (323) 890-5500 and D.A.
Heinz Naas (213) 974-5321 two hours prior to examination.

Location:
Parking Lot: Rear of 44201 10" Street West Lancaster, CA. 93534

Informant/Witness Statements:

At the time of this investigation, all information is preliminary and subject to change. According t
Sgt. Marsh, on 01/21/2012 at about 2303 hours, Deputies attempted to make contact with the
decedent that was riding his bicycle on the sidewalk. The decedent jumped off the bicycle and
started running southbound on the sidewalk. He was seen holding a bulge at his waistband and
ran into the rear parking lot. He continued running along the building and stopped at the trash
can; turned around with his hand in his waistband and the Deputies fired multiple shots striking
the decedent. Paramedics were notified, responded to the scene and subsequently pronounced
death at 2315 hours. (The decedent was chased on foot by one deputy and the 2™ deputy
followed in a radio car; both Deputies fired shots).

(]

Scene Description:

The scene is the parking lot to the rear of multiple businesses in the city of Lancaster, The
entrance to the parking lot is off of 10" Street West. The parking lot is south of the building. There
were four trash dumpsters on the south west side of the parking lot. There was a police unit
parked next to the white trash dumpster. The decedent was in the southwest corner of the

parking lot, supine on the ground between the trash dumpster (closest to the building) and metal
pipes. There was blood noted around the decedent. LASD collected casing in the immediate area
and pieces of broken glass about 4 feet north of the decedent's head. There was a pink bicycle
on its side (facing southbound) on the sidewalk between the University of A.V. building and 10"

St. West,

Evidence:

A gunshot residue kit #4223 was used on his hands at the scene. Hair and nail standards were
also collected at the scene. LASD collected casing and a glass pipe.

Body Examination:

The decedent was wearing a black shirt, black belt, blue pants, black boxers and black shoes
(clothing was cut by responding paramedics). Medical appliances were in place. There are wha
appear to be gunshot wounds to his head, chest, shoulder and left leg. Possible bruising was
noted to his lower abdomen. The air temperature and his body temperature were not taken due|to
this being a witnessed incident, Rigor mortis was present (3) and livor mortis blanches with light
pressure.

ldentification:
The decedent was identified by his fingerprints with DOJ.
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AUTOPSY REPORT |™

2012-00511

COBIAN, CHRISTIAN
[ performed an autopsy on the body of =
the DEPARTMENT OF CORONER

Los Angeles, California

JANUARY 23, 2012 @ 0730 HOURS

From the anatomic findings and pertinent history [ ascribe the death to:

(Date) {Time)

(A)

MULTIPLE GUNSHOT WOUNDS

(B)

DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

(Ch

DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

(18]

DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

OTHER CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING BUT NOT RELATED TO THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF DEATH:

Anatomical Summary:

I.

IT.

i i~

Gunshot wound #1 to the right side of the head, grazing
gunshot wound with injury of temporalis muscle and
underlying scant subdural and subarachnoid hemorrhage
of brain, downward direction, no bullet recovered,
potentially fatal wound, indeterminate range of fire.

Gunshot wound #2 to the top of the right shoulder,
indeterminate range of fire.

A. Entry: On the top of the right shoulder 10 inches
below the top of the head and 5-1/2 inches right of
midline. No soot or stippling seen.

B. Exit: No exit.

C. Path: Clavicle, scapula and soft tissues of
posterior shoulder.

D. Sequelae: Fracture of clavicle and scapula.

E. Trajectory: Predominantly downward, slightly front
to back (anatomic position).

F. Bullet: Recovered at autopsy and submitted to
evidence.

G. Opinion: Probably nonfatal wound. Note: Bullet
grazing side of head on the right could have
reentered the top of the right shoulder, slightly
irregular entry of gunshot wound #2 suggesting
potential intermediate target effect.

Gunshot wound #3 to the left chest, indeterminate range
of fire.

A. Entry: On the front of the left chest 17 inches
below the top of the head and 3 inches left of
midline. No soot or stippling seen.

B. Exit: No exit.

T6ABSOM—Rev 6/84
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C. Path: Left chest, left 4" rib, heart, diaphragm,
liver, right lower lung and right 8™ rib.

D. Sequelae: Fractures of the left 4™ and right 8
rib, perforation of right ventricle of heart and
grazing wound of dome of liver, hemopericardium and
bilateral hemothoraces with associated contusions of
adjacent left lingula and right middle lobe of lung.

E. Trajectory: With the body in the anatomic position
front to back, left to right and down.

F. Bullet: Recovered at autopsy and submitted to
evidence.

G. Opinion: Rapidly fatal gunshot wound.

IV. Gunshot wound #4 to the scrotum, indeterminate range of
fire.

A. Entry: On the scrotum 36-1/2 inches below the top
of the head and * inch right of midline. No soot
or stippling seen.

Exit: No exit.

Path: Through the scrotum, pelvic soft tissues and

deep muscles of right buttock.

D. Sequelae: Hemorrhage along wound track.

E. Trajectory: With the body in the anatomic position
front to back and slightly left to right and
slightly upward.

F. Bullet: Recovered at autopsy and submitted to
evidence.

G. Opinion: Probably nonfatal wound.

w

V. Gunshot wound #5 to the posterolateral left thigh, no
soot or stippling seen.

A. Exit: On the medial aspect of the left knee.

B. Path: Through the hamstrings muscles of the back
of the left thigh and popliteal artery and vein.

C. Sequelae: Perforation of artery and vein and
hemorrhage along wound track.

D. Trajectory: With the body in the anatomic
position back to front, left to right and
downward.

E. Bullet: None recovered. Through and through
wound.

F. Opinion: Potentially fatal wound.

VI. Abrasions and contusions, nonfatal.

76A798P—Rev 2/91
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VII. Multiple old scars, nonspecific.

VIII. See Toxicology report.

CIRCUMSTANCES:

See Investigator’s report.

EVIDENCE OF INJURY:

There are five gunshot wounds numbered to the body. It is
possible that gunshot wounds #1 and 2 could have been caused by
the same bullet.

Gunshot wound #1:

The entry of gunshot wound #1 is on the right side of the head.
It is a grazing gunshot wound and the entry is located along the
uppermost aspect as evidenced by a distinct area of abrasion.
This area is located 1 inch below the top of the head and 2
inches right of midline. The total defect measures 3 x 1 inches.
The upper entry area measures % inch and shows abrasion
superiorly 1/8 of an inch. No soot or stippling seen. The wound
track is a grazing scalp wound with a deep graze into the right
temporalis muscle and without fracture of the skull. Opening the
head reveals no epidural hemorrhage. There is scant subdural
blood under the right side of the dura and associated
subarachnoid hemorrhage immediately under the entry wound defect
of the scalp. See photographs taken at autopsy. No distinct
exit located. The tags along the edges of the wound point upward
indicating a downward direction (anatomic position). There is
hemorrhage along the wound track. Potentially fatal wound.

Gunshot wound #2:

The entry of gunshot wound #2 is on the top of the right
shoulder. It is located 10 inches below the top of the head and
5-1/2 inches right of midline. It is somewhat irregular
(possibly indicating intermediate target effect). Note: Gunshot
wounds #1 and 2 could have been caused by the same bullet. The
entry defect on the top of the shoulder measures 7/8 x 3/8 of an
inch. It has general surrounding abrasion 1/8 of an inch. No
soot or stippling pattern seen. There is no exit from the
shoulder wound. The path is along the soft tissues fracturing

76AT98P—Rev 2/91
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the clavicle and upper aspect of the scapula. The trajectory in
the anatomic position is primarily downward, slightly front to
back. There is hemorrhage along the wound track. The bullet is
recovered at 8:50 a.m. from the soft tissues of the posterior
upper aspect of shoulder 12 inches below the top of the head and
5-1/2 inches right of midline. The bullet appears to be a medium
caliber copper jacketed bullet flattening both along the side and
nose. It is placed in a labeled evidence envelope, envelope 1 of
3, and submitted to evidence following the autopsy. Probably
nonfatal wound. :

Gunshot wound #3:

The entry of gunshot wound #3 is on the front of the left chest
located 17 inches below the top of the head and 3 inches left of
midline. The defect 3/8 of an inch shows surrounding abrasion
1/8 of an inch. No soot or stippling pattern seen. The abrasion
is slightly more prominent along the upper left aspect. The
wound track is through the chest wall fracturing the left 4% rib
near the sternum. There is contusion of the left lingula. There
is perforation of pericardial sac and right ventricle of the
heart, perforation of diaphragm and a large gutter defect along
the dome of the liver. There is fracture of the posterolateral
right 8" rib. There is approximately 500 cc of liquid blood in
the left chest and approximately 1 liter of liquid blood on the
right and approximately 200 cc of blood in the pericardial sac
associated with this gunshot wound. There is scant aspirated
blood pattern noted in the right lung and associated contusion of
the right middle lobe adjacent to the gunshot wound track.

Trajectory: With the body in the anatomic position front to
back, left to right and downward. The bullet is recovered from
the soft tissues of the lower lateral right back 20 inches below
the top of the head and 5-1/2 inches right of midline at 8:10
a.m. and submitted to evidence following the autopsy. It appears
to be a medium caliber copper jacketed bullet with an expanded
nose. It is submitted into evidence envelope 2 of 3. Rapidly
fatal gunshot wound.

Gunshot wound #4:

The entry of gunshot wound #4 is on the scrotum. It is located
36-1/2 inches below the top of the head and % inch right of
midline. The defect 3/8 of an inch shows no surrounding soot,
stippling or abrasion. The wound track did not go into the

76A798P—Rev 2/91
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pelvic cavity but the bullet passed along the soft tissues of the
lower inner deep pelvis into the deep tissues of the right medial
buttock. There is hemorrhage along the wound track. There is no
exit. The trajectory of the body in the anatomic position is
primarily front to back, slightly left to right and very slightly
upward.

The bullet is recovered from the deep tissues of the medial right
buttock 36 inches below the top of the head and 2 inches right of
midline. The bullet appears to be a medium caliber copper
jacketed bullet with a markedly deformed nose. It is recovered
at 9 a.m. at autopsy, placed in a labeled evidence envelope,
sealed and submitted to the evidence safe following the autopsy
with the other projectile envelopes. Note: All of the bullets
are handled in the same way, placed in separate labeled sealed
evidence envelopes and all of the three envelopes are placed in
one large projectile envelope as requested by the Evidence
Department and submitted to evidence following the autopsy.
Probably nonfatal wound.

Gunshot wound #5:

The entry of gunshot wound #5 is on the posterolateral left thigh
24-1/2 inches above the heel, 2 inches left of the mid aspect of
the posterior thigh. The defect 3/8 of an inch shows abrasion
minimal along the superior aspect. No soot or stippling seen.
The exit is along the inner aspect of the left knee 19-1/4 inches
below the top of the head. The defect is % inch without soot,
stippling or abrasion.

The wound track is through the posterior left hamstring muscles.
There is extensive hemorrhage along the popliteal area and
perforation of the 'popliteal artery and vein in the depths of the
back of the knee. The bullet exit at the knee is noted. There
is extensive hemorrhage along the wound track. The trajectory
with the body in the anatomic position, back to front, left to
right and downward. Potentially fatal wound. Through and
through gunshot wound, no bullet recovered at autopsy.

OTHER INJURIES:

" There are several minute abrasions on the forehead, a % inch
abrasion on the bridge of the nose, a 3/8 inch abrasion along the
mid aspect of the nose and several small abrasions along the
lower right lip. There are no injuries inside of the soft
tissues of the mouth or lips.

76AT98P—Rev 2/91
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There is a % inch small contusion over the ring finger knuckle of
the back of the left hand. There is a faint * inch abrasion on
the back of the right elbow. There is a % inch purple contusion
with minute abrasions along the skin of the right lower abdomen
and just medial to it a ¥ inch purple contusion with two minute
abrasions and adjacent to this medially a % inch x * inch purple
contusion with minimal abrasion. There is, on the upper inner
right thigh, a 3/8 x 3/8 inch red-purple abrasion with a 1 inch
purple contusion. On the front of the left proximal thigh a %
inch x % inch purple contusion. On the top of the right knee a *s
inch minimal red-purple discoloration. Over the lateral mid knee
a ¥» inch minimal red-purple abrasion and over the proximal shin a
minute red-purple abrasion, on the mid shin a % inch purple
abrasion and along the lower shin on the right a % inch purple
contusion. There are minute abrasions along the front of the
right ankle. On the left knee a % inch red-purple abrasion, a 1
x ¥ inch red-purple abrasion and a 3 inch red-purple abrasion.

On the upper shin a minute red-purple abrasion and along the
front of the left shin a ¥ and *» inch red-purple abrasion.

IDENTIFYING FEATURES:

No tattoos are found on the body. There is faint mustache and a
few hairs along the lower mid lip. There are nonspecific
multiple small scars along the right upper arm *% inch and along
the inner right forearm % to 1-1/4 inches. There is a % inch
scar on the right chest, a % inch scar on the left upper arm and
% and 1 inch scars on the left and right knee respectively.

There is a 1-1/2 inch linear scar on the mid back, a % and % inch
scar on the back of the right elbow and forearm. There is a 1l
inch brown macule on the left back and a % inch old scar on the
back of the left hand.

EVIDENCE OF HOSPITALIZATION AND RESUSCITATION:

At the time of my viewing the body at the autopsy table, I see a
faint outline of an EKG pad noted on the skin of the front of the
proximal left shoulder.

REVIEW OF X-RAYS:

Ten x-rays are received prior to autopsy and reviewed. Bullets
are noted along the right shoulder area, right torso and pelvic
area and these bullets are recovered and submitted as noted
above. See also notations on Diagram 27.

76A798P—Rev 2/91
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EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:

Note: The features above may not necessarily be repeated in the
following.

The body is identified by Coroner ankle ID and toe tags and is
that of an unembalmed, refrigerated adult Caucasian male
appearing consistent with the reported age of 26 years,
measurement 65 inches, weight 145 pounds and appearing consistent
with same, normally built, muscular and nourished. Rigor is
absent at autopsy and livor posterior, dependent and fixed.

The head is normocephalic and covered by medium long straight
brown hair. No balding noted. There is faint mustache and a few
hairs beneath the lower mid lip. Irides appear brown and sclerae
pale without petechiae or jaundice. Oronasal passages are
unobstructed. Natural teeth are present. Neck, chest and
abdomen are unremarkable except as noted. Genitalia are adult
male without trauma or lesions. Extremities are unremarkable
except as noted. There has not been postmortem intervention for
organ procurement.

CLOTHING:

No clothing is available for review at autopsy. Should
examination of the clothing be required for medical/legal
purposes it should be examined by a trained criminalist under
laboratory conditions.

INITIAL INCISION:

The body cavity is entered through the standard Y and coronal

incisions. Additional incisions made for recovery of projectile
material and exploration and evaluation of gunshot wounds. No
foreign material is present in the mouth, upper airway or
trachea.

NECK DISSECTION:

The neck organs are removed en bloc with the tongue. No lesions
are present nor is trauma of the gingiva, lips or oral mucosa
demonstrated. There is no edema of the larynx. Hyoid and larynx

76ATIBP—Rev 2/91
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are intact without fracture. No hemorrhage is present in the
adjacent throat organs investing fascia, strap muscles, thyroid
or visceral fascia. There are no prevertebral fascial
hemorrhages. The tongue when sectioned shows no trauma.

CHEST/ABDOMEN:

The pleural cavities contain blood (see above). Otherwise
unremarkable. There are no adhesions. Soft tissues of the chest
and abdomen show early postmortem softening. Subcutaneous fat of
the chest and abdomen is estimated at approximately * inch.
Breasts are examined in the usual manner and are unremarkable.
Organs of the abdomen have a normal arrangement and none are
absent. There is no fluid collection in the abdomen, peritonitis
or adhesion.

SYSTEMIC AND ORGAN REVIEW:

The following observation is limited to findings other than
injuries if described above.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM:

Unremarkable except as otherwise noted.

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM:

The aorta is intact, elastic and of even caliber. The vessels
are normally distributed. There are early streaks, plaques,
calcifications or complicated lesions. The major branches are
unremarkable. Within the pericardial sac is blood (see above).
The heart weighs 260 grams and has a normal configuration. The
right ventricle averages 0.2 cm and the left 1.3 cm. The
chambers are normally developed without thrombosis. The valves
are thin, leafy and competent. Circumferences of the valve rings
are normal. There is no hemorrhage or hemoglobin staining of the
endocardium or lesions of the myocardium. Papillary muscles,

" septum and ductus are unremarkable. Coronary ostia are patent,
distribution is balanced and there is no coronary
atherosclerosis. Blood within the heart and large vessels is
marked reduced, red-purple and liquid.

7T6AT798P—Rev 2/91
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RESPIRATORY SYSTEM:

Scant secretions are found in the upper and lower respiratory
passages. Mucosa unremarkable. The lungs are still crepitant
with dependent congestion and hemorrhage along the gunshot wound
track with only a faint focal area of aspirated blood along the
right lower lobe. The visceral pleurae are otherwise intact and
parenchyma pale, crepitant and unremarkable. No thromboemboli,
mucus plugs or other abnormality noted.

GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM:

The esophagus is intact. The stomach is not distended. The
stomach contains mostly a yellowish colored liquid with a few
flecks of apparent whitish digesting food material. No pills or
capsules seen. Duodenum, small bowel, appendix and large bowel
are unremarkable. The intestinal contents are not unusual.
Appendix and pancreas are unremarkable.

HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM:

The liver 1350 grams is smooth, red-brown and unremarkable except
for the gunshot wound. Otherwise unremarkable on surface and cut
section. The gallbladder is present with a small amount of green
pbile and no stones. Extrahepatic ducts and nodes are
unremarkable.

URINARY SYSTEM:

The right and left kidneys 120 and 130 grams are similar.
Capsules strip easily and surfaces are smooth, pale tan-purple.
Unremarkable on surface and cut section. Pyramids and calyces
are normal in size and shape. Pelvis and ureters are patent and
non-dilated. Urinary bladder is intact and the bladder contains
about 8 ounces of yellow urine. The prostate is unremarkable.
The left testis is unremarkable. The right testis is grazed by
the gunshot wound, disrupted and shows focal hemorrhage. No
defects are seen along the posterior aspect of the scrotum with
the bullet exiting into the lower pelvis and buttock (see above).

HEMOLYMPHATIC SYSTEM:

The spleen 100 grams, has an intact capsule, slightly wrinkled
and a red-purple trabecular parenchyma. There is no increased
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follicular pattern. Lymph nodes in the area of dissection are
small and inconspicuous. Costal marrow red and moist.

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:

The parathyroid and thymus are not identified. The thyroid,
adrenal and pituitary are unremarkable.

SPECIAL SENSES:

The eyes, middle and inner ears are not dissected.

HEAD AND CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM:

Reflecting the scalp shows hemorrhage in the right temporalis
muscle (see above). There is no skull fracture. There is no
epidural hemorrhage. There is only minimal scant hemorrhage
under the dura on the right side. The brain, 1300 grams, is
unremarkable except for the focal area of subarachnoid hemorrhage
on the right (see above and photographs taken at autopsy).
Sections through the brain and brainstem show no underlying
pathological diseased condition or congenital anomalies and are
unremarkable except for the subarachnoid hemorrhage noted.
Pituitaries and the sella is unremarkable. Spinal cord is not
dissected. -

HISTOPATHOLOGY :

Representative sections from various organs are preserved in two
small storage jars in 10% formalin. No sections are submitted
for slides at autopsy.

TOXICOLOGY:

Blood, vitreous, bile, liver, urine and stomach contents are
submitted to the lab. Both “C” (comprehensive) and “H”
(homicide) screens are requested.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES:

No biopsies or cultures are submitted. No consultations are
requested at autopsy.
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