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LOCAL DEMOCRATS CRY FOUL AT PALMDALE CHAMBER EXCLUDING 
CONGRESSIONAL CHALLENGER ROGERS 
 
Local Democrats are demanding that Democratic Congressional candidate Lee Rogers be given equal 
time to address their membership at a specially-scheduled Palmdale Chamberluncheon where 
Congressman Buck McKeon--facing the toughest re-election in his 20-year history--is the only speaker 
invited. 
 
The Palmdale Chamber's regularly scheduled luncheon is always the third Wednesday of the month, but 
this legislative update is being held a week prior in order to accommodate the Congressman's schedule, 
one that has kept him from addressing the business community until a few weeks prior to the Nov. 6th 
election. 
 
"This luncheon smacks of a political infomercial for Congressman McKeon," said Democratic Club of the 
High Desert President Johnathon Ervin. "If both candidates are not invited to speak on sequestration or 
other bills that impact the local economy, it appears that the Palmdale Chamber is making a de facto 
endorsement of the Congressman, and that's not fair." 
 
"And I have to wonder what extent the Chamber's new CEO Jeff McElfresh played, as he was McKeon's 
former field rep until a few months ago," Ervin continued. 
 
Past Palmdale Chamber of Commerce President and first mayor of Palmdale Larry Chimbole, who still 
regularly attends its luncheon and events, expressed disappointment that the Palmdale Chamber had 
decided to enter the political arena by inviting one candidate and not the other. He recalled the Palmdale 
Chamber having a rich history and tradition of offering its membership a choice and presenting both 
sides. 
 
Another Past Chamber President who still regularly attends its events is Sandy Corrales-Eneix, who last 
week spoke with Chamber President Frank Garcia and CEO McElfresh to explain how inappropriate this 
invitation was seen by its members and community leaders, some who have registered their complaints 
with the chamber and through Corrales-Eneix. "I tried to explain that this political interference would not 
serve the Chamber well in the long-run, and that members were questioning the Chamber's integrity 
and fairness." 
 
"I even offered a delicate solution--have the Congressman speak at this special Oct. 11 luncheon, and 
then have Dr. Lee Rogers speak at its regular Oct. 17 luncheon," Corrales-Eneix explained. "I haven't 
heard back from the Chamber, but I hope they take this solution under consideration and pursue it." 
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